
 

 

                                 Newsletter No 5 Term 1 

      3 March 2022 

Fr Steve’s Homily: 

Please click on Father Steve’s image using this link to view last week’s mass:    

http://www.pol.org.au/diamondcreek 

 

Dear Sacred Heart families and friends, 

The first meeting of the School Advisory Council (SAC) for 2022 was held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 1st  March in 

the school staff room. It was great to see most of the members of last year’s SAC putting their hand up to 

represent our community once again.  

 

At the meeting we discussed: 

 the development of the Vision Statement for Sacred Heart school 

 the progress of Stage 2 of our Refurbishment Program (administration, staff and learning support 

facilities) 

 the establishment of a parent committee to prepare for celebrating the 60th anniversary of Sacred 

Heart Primary School 

 the progress of our mini Working Bees and the decision to plan for some open-invitation Working 

Bees (the first one to be planned for early Term 2) 

 school promotions with a promotional board, courtesy of Nillumbik Council and  Morrison Kleeman 

Real Estate Agents being placed on the corner of Main Street and Collins Street advertising school 

tours at 10.30 am on Sunday 20th March, 27th March and 3rd April as well as by appointment. Flyers 

will also be placed in kinders and pre-school venues. If you are able to help with placing these flyers 

in a local kinder or pre-school venue please contact the school office 

 the school visit from Vicki Ward, State Legislative Assembly member for the electorate of Eltham, 

which now includes Diamond Creek. Vicki was very interested in our school and eager to support us 

in whatever ways that she could. 

 

The membership of the SAC for 2022 is: Andrew Campbell (Chairperson), Libby Audley (Deputy 

Chairperson), Jamie Ross (Secretary), Maddie Jones, Ronan McIlroy and Colleen Hunter-Zwarts. Maree 

Madden has indicated that she is unable to commit to the SAC this year, we thank Maree for all her 

contributions to the work of the SAC over the years and her passion for the Sacred Heart community.  

We have a number of vacancies this year so if you are interested in joining the Council or finding out more 

about the Board, please contact either Gina Murphy or Jim O’Sullivan.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Jim O’Sullivan       Gina Murphy 

Principal       Deputy Principal 

View the Newsletter online: https://www.shdiamondcreek.catholic.edu.au/newsletters-forms/ 

 

http://www.pol.org.au/diamondcreek
https://www.shdiamondcreek.catholic.edu.au/newsletters-forms/


Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) Survey 

Earlier this week each school family received an invitation to participate in the Enhancing Catholic School 

Identity (ECSI) Survey which will assist us in better understanding how our Catholic identity is expressed in 

work and practice here at Sacred Heart. 

The ECSI Survey is a key element of the process of understanding our current Catholic identity and where 

the school community might like to see itself in the future as a Catholic school and we request your 

participation. The online survey gathers responses from students in Years 5 and 6, all staff and a 

representative sample of parents. 

You are asked to complete the survey online; it may take up to an hour to do so. Try not to get caught up in 

the questions or the language being used, simply respond intuitively. There are four individual surveys in the 

adult survey, providing you with the opportunity to take a break and re-fresh. Keeping a record of your 

individual user code and password will allow you to complete the survey over two or more sessions. 

The survey is open until the end of this term but I would encourage you to attempt to complete it as soon as 

possible to avoid other ‘life’ matters getting in the way.  

 The survey is only available through the project website; please refer to the Instructions for Survey 

Completion for Parents. Your responses to this survey are guaranteed to be kept anonymous. 

 If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Jim O’Sullivan 

 

Ash Wednesday/Lent 

Yesterday, we celebrated the start of the church season of Lent with our whole school mass for Ash 

Wednesday. Lent is focussed on preparing us for the celebration of Easter.  

At the end of the Mass I congratulated all of our students for the way that they had participated in the 

mass, listening to Fr. Steve’s homily, participating in the sprinkling of the Ashes on their heads (a COVID-safe 

change on the traditional practice of placing a cross on their forehead with ashes) and generally being 

respectful and reverent.  

This week our Mini Vinnies group will speak at Assembly about Project Compassion, the Mini Vinnies will write 

about Project Compassion in next week’s newsletter.  

 

Ride2School: 

We will again be participating in the Ride2School Day on Friday 25 March.  We encourage children to use 

active transport to get to school on this day.  This may be riding a bike, a scooter or a skateboard, or even 

walking some of the way to school if riding skills are not developed enough yet. National Ride2School Day is 

the perfect opportunity to kick-start new healthy habits and promote the many benefits of active travel. We 



encourage all students and their families to leave the car at home and give riding, walking, scooting or 

skating to school a go, even if it is part of the way. 

 

National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence: 

Friday, 18th March is National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence.  There are many great websites 

that have lots of information and activities relating to bullying – how to recognise bullying and what to do if 

you are being bullied.  There are many resources where a number of famous young people talk about the 

devastating effects of bullying.  In previous years there has been the message, ‘Speak… even if your voice 

shakes.’ We encourage you to always speak up if you, or someone you know is being bullied. As the famous 

proverb goes, ‘.. a problem shared is a problem halved.’ 

 

 

Mini Working Bees: 

We are in need of more people to help out with maintaining our school grounds. This primarily involves 

weeding garden beds, trimming areas where the grass has become overgrown (such as around the log 

fort), etc. 

 

The link to the Working Bee document is: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Og1M5O9arSVDdvLpaeaVSHzjMKvht0Jw2sK3eskN0vw/edit?usp

=sharing 

 

KABOOM Twilight Family Carnival: 

Last Thursday was our annual Twilight Sports.  KABOOM once again did an amazing job involving the 

students in a fun action packed evening.  A special thank you to the Parents Association and their support 

crew on feeding the families.  It is so great to see the volunteers and support of each other on both this 

night and Pancake Tuesday. It is a real showcase of the community effort and support at Sacred Heart. 

 

Shrove/Pancake Tuesday: 

Thank you to the Parents Association and the many parents for your support in providing pancakes to the 

students on Tuesday.    

 

Loyola College Year 11 Christian Community Service: 

Next week we welcome five students from Loyola College who will be spending the week at Sacred Heart 

Primary School completing their Chriistian Community service. 

 

Advertising Board & Support with Promotion in the local kinders : 

Next week the school will have a promotional board, courtesy of Nillumbik Council and  Morrison Kleeman 

Real Estate Agents.  This board will be placed on the corner of Main Street and Collins Street advertising 

school tours at 10.30 am on Sunday 20th March, 27th March and 3rd April as well as by appointment. Flyers 

will also be placed in kinders and pre-school venues. If you are able to help with placing these flyers in a 

local kinder or pre-school venue please contact the school office. 

 

Parents Association Meeting: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Og1M5O9arSVDdvLpaeaVSHzjMKvht0Jw2sK3eskN0vw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Og1M5O9arSVDdvLpaeaVSHzjMKvht0Jw2sK3eskN0vw/edit?usp=sharing


The next Parents Association Meeting will be held on Monday 7th March at 7.30pm in the Staff Room. 

 

Interschool Sport: 

Interschool Sport will be played at our home grounds this week against Apollo Parks Primary School. 

 

 

Secondary School Applications: 

Reminder to families of Year 5 students wishing to attend Catholic Secondary Schools, open days are 

currently happening and applications for 2024 close 19 August 2022.  Year 6 students looking at applying for 

Government Schools information will be sent home early Term 2 via your child but I encourage families to 

start attending open days in the meantime. 

 

Clean Up Australia Day: 

As part of Clean Up Australia Day, on Friday our students will be involved in the cleanup of the school grounds. 

 

International Women’s Day: 

Tuesday 8 March is International Women’s Day, which this year has the theme ‘#Break the Bias’.  The theme 

asks us to consider how COVID-19 has impacted women and girls, and amplified the inequalities they 

continue to face. It reminds us that a more equal world post-COVID-19 requires removing the cultural, 

socioeconomic and political barriers that women face to accessing leadership roles.  We encourage you to 

use this International Women’s Day to reflect on how we can promote access to leadership opportunities 

for women and girls of all ages to ensure our schools are places in which everyone feels welcomed, valued 

and supported. 

 

 

 
One element of our Wellbeing Program is a partnership with The Resilience Project. This is a social emotional 

learning program designed to develop resilience, nurture mental health & foster a culture of kindness at the 

school.  

 

An important ingredient in the wellbeing of your child/ren is the partnership we share with you in this regard.   

 

To ensure that parents/guardians can be armed with the skills, strategies and mindset to support their 

child/ren’s wellbeing, The Resilience Project is offering an online information evening for parents/guardians 

with Martin Heppell on Wednesday 23rd March, 6.30pm-8.00pm (90 minutes). During this presentation, 

Martin will share his experiences and combine them with practical strategies that can be implemented 

everyday to improve our overall well being.  

 

Parents will need to register using the following registration link: 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gNTFI0MqTz2uy3yZEkFHdw 

  

Once you have registered, you will receive a link to attend the webinar, along with a reminder the day 

prior.  

 

I hope you are able to attend the evening and as always, we will continue to work together in support of 

your child/ren’s wellbeing. 

  
  

https://e0f544fe0965ce77f23b6380b1be1f14.tinyemails.com/0f809ca028b6b2bb59d30e4ac46ebc14/2c2ca11169d3bc2498af278abab95862.html


 



 



 

 



 

 

 

ht tps :/ /www .parent i ngi deas.com.au/parent - resou rces/parent -w ebinars/  

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/


 



 

          Value = Empathy 
Foundation   Millie Liddiard & Melanie Hoe  

1/2 NS   Madi Sinclair 

1/2 PA   Emily Lamb 

3/4 NJ   Ayendha Fernando 

3/4 RM   Caitlin Waddington 

5/6 JD   Zara Campbell 

5/6 MR   Liam O’Reilly 

PE    Class 3/4 RM 

LOTE    Shaye Pearce 

STEM    Eadie Perry-Turnley 

Performing Arts  Harley Chatfield 

Visual Arts   Matthew Brady-Diaz 

Science   Shaye Pearce & Leo Van Rooyen  

  

 

 

 
 

          

 

 

 

 

      

                Week 4  Students  of  the Week & Token Wi nners  



 

 

 

March 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday  

1 2 3 4 5 6  
Shrove/ 

Pancake Tuesday 

 

Division Swimming 

 

SAC 7.30pm 

Ash 

Wednesday 

Mass 9.15am 

 

 
ISS v Apollo 

 

Assembly 3pm 

 

  

7 WEEK 6 B 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1/2 PA Learning 

Conversations 

 

Parents 

Association 

7.30pm 

1/2 PA Learning 

Conversations 

  
ISS v BYE 

 

Assembly 3pm 

  

14 WEEK 7 A 15 16 17 18 19 20 

LABOUR DAY 

HOLIDAY 

 

Harmony Week 

 

Eucharist Faith 

Night 5.30pm & 

7.00pm 

 
St 

Patrick's 

Day 

 

ISS v  

 

National Day of 

Action against 

Bullying & 

Violence 

 

Assembly 3pm 

 
School Tours - 

10.30 am 

21 WEEK 8 B 22 23 24 25 26 27   
TRP Parent 

Webinar 

 

 
Ride2School Day 

 

ISS v  

 

Assembly 3pm 

 
Sacrament of 

First Eucharist 

 

School Tours - 

10.30 am 

28 WEEK 9 A 29 30 31 
   

 
School Photos – 

The School 

Photographer 

     

 

 

 

April 
Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  

Thursday 

Friday Saturday Sunday 

    
1 2 3     
ISS v 

 

Assembly 3pm 

First 

Eucharist 

First 

Eucharist 

4 10 B 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Parents Association 

7.30pm 

SAC 

7.30pm 

  
END OF TERM 1 

2.30PM 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Family Maths Challenge: 

 

Please email your answers to Mrs Claudia Neale: cneale@shdiamondcreek.catholic.edu.au 

 

mailto:cneale@shdiamondcreek.catholic.edu.au


 

Fire Carriers: 
 

 
 

Did you know that Sacred Heart is a FIRE Carrier school?  

(Friends Igniting Reconciliation through Education) 

 

The story of FIRE Carriers began with a dream to bring Aboriginal culture, history and spirituality into the 

forefront of education in Catholic schools. It was important to teach the stories of the oldest living culture to 

our youngest generations to ensure the living truth, the dreams and hopes of our Indigenous people were 

heard. This would be a genuine pathway to reconciliation. 

 

The fire spread and the initiative of the FIRE Carriers grew throughout Melbourne and parts of Victoria.  

 

The FIRE Carrier Project is a joint initiative of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Victoria and the Opening the 

Doors Foundation with Melbourne Catholic Education. It seeks to keep the Reconciliation flame alight in 

schools, educating the wider community about Reconciliation. 

 

Our FIRE Carriers are elected annually, in the same way as other school representatives. Students and 

teachers plan initiatives and events to educate and inform our school community about Reconciliation, our 

shared history and culture. These include Reconciliation Week, Sorry Day  and NAIDOC week activities. In 

2022 our FIREcarrier Leaders are Charlie Rowley, Isla Brooks and Miaa Mitrovski. Other students are also 

invited to join the group. Our FIREcarrier leaders also lead our students with the acknowledgement at 

assembly each morning. 

 

Our Reconciliation Covenant 

We recognise the special place and culture of Aboriginal peoples within Australia. We acknowledge that 

Aboriginal peoples have been the caretakers of this Land for more than 60,000 years. We respect their 

spiritual connection to Mother Earth through the Dreaming.  

Some upcoming important dates: 

 

Monday 

7th March 

2000- Statement of 

Repentance by Australian 

Catholic Bishops 

https://www.catholic.org.au/acbc-media/media-

centre/media-releases-new/509-acbc-general-statements-

2000-1/file 

Page 17 

Thursday 

17th March 

2006 - National Close the 

Gap Day 

https://antar.org.au/campaigns/national-close-gap-day  

Monday 

21st March 

International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination (Harmony 

Day) 

https://www.harmony.gov.au/  

Tuesday 

5th April 

1997 Bringing them Home 

Report Tabled 

https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-

report-1997  

 
 

https://www.catholic.org.au/acbc-media/media-centre/media-releases-new/509-acbc-general-statements-2000-1/file
https://www.catholic.org.au/acbc-media/media-centre/media-releases-new/509-acbc-general-statements-2000-1/file
https://www.catholic.org.au/acbc-media/media-centre/media-releases-new/509-acbc-general-statements-2000-1/file
https://antar.org.au/campaigns/national-close-gap-day
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-report-1997
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-report-1997


Village OSHC News: 

 

 
 



This Week @ Sacred Heart 

 

Shrove Tuesday 
 

Thank  you to  the Parents  As soci at i on and 

the many mums and grandmothers  w ho 

came to cook a mounta in  of  pancakes  for  

our  s tudents  on Shrove Tuesday  

 

 

 

 

Sacred Heart Netbal l  Under 9s  Team  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

L i l y  recei ved p layer  of  the day for  her  

courageous  p l ay.   

 
Congratu l at i ons  to  the g i r l s  on scor i ng thei r  f i r s t  2  goal s  the season!  

 



Kaboom Twlight  Sports Carnival  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


